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A Land Lover’s First Cruise
by Renie Richter

	 Having lived most of my life in Texas and 
Oklahoma, the thought of being on water and  
not being able to see land was a most disturbing 
thought.  So when my husband, Allen, made res-
ervations for us to join other 101’ers on a "7-Day 
Cruise" in the Caribbean, the  thought of being with 
good friends quickly overcame my fear.  I actually 
started looking  forward to the experience of living 
for a week on board a ship and being able to see 
places I had read about, not dreaming of actually 
visiting them!   
	 The Rhapsody of the Sea was more than I had 
imagined. It truly is a BIG beautiful ship. Royal 
Caribbean crew and staff looked after every detail 
including our stateroom which was cared for by 
Steve Young  (not the quarter back), a Jamaican 

who enjoyed making animals out of towels and 
placing them on our turned down bed each night.  
Steve had a smile a mile wide that would light up 
the companion-way when he saw us. We had a 
very comfortable Suite, on Deck 8, with a sizeable       
balcony.  
	 By Day 2, I was able to use the balcony and look 
down and watch the waves, and just  RELAX.  "No 
problem!" as a Jamaican would say.  
	 Of course the ship had the "usual" game room 
for the kids to enjoy, while the elder folk had their 
"slots" and card tables to spend time at and spend 
their hard earned money.  I  never stopped long 
enough to understand what all the machines were 
doing, except to see they had many flashing lights 
and made strange noises; that lots of commotion 
happened  whenever someone "hit" the Jackpot.  [It 
should be clear that I’m no gambler!] 
	 "Happy Hour" and dinner time were always 
enjoyable as it brought together close friends  and 
relatives - our niece Linda and nephew Dick and 
their spouses. Two other tables, each seating 10, 
were grouped together to make it an informal 101 
grouping.  Our waiter, Bernie  and his assistant, and 
the head waiter Allen called, "Elvis" for his sing-
ing, ensured that we were royally served.  Buffet 
breakfast and lunch were on the 9th deck with an 
abundance of food and selection for whatever you 
wanted.
	 After dinner it was off to the theater to catch a 
show or do some shopping.  There was good music 
and live entertainment.  GREAT FUN.  Lots of belly 
laughs.
	 Trips ashore will have to be covered by others.  As 
for me, my only disappointment was not  seeing any 
REAL live fish in the ocean (only dead ones on the 
plate) and that the Cruise  was over too soon. 
	 See you all at the 101 Reunion in 2007.  God willing.  
 	 [PS: My being ignorant of computers, my hus-
band Allen typed this for me- for which I thanked 
him.] 
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Rhapsody of the Sea Cruise
by Dottie Klein

18 November 2006

	 What a great week.  Transportation, food 
and entertainment, all in one package.
	 Everyone had a good time on this cruise.  It 
was so much fun to meet an hour each night 
before dinner for drinks and talk.  Lots of talk.
	 Dennis and Kathy Klein did a bang-up job in 
hosting this reunion.  Many thanks.
	 We did spare enough time from all the fun 
to have a short business meeting.  As of now, 
the next reunion is due to be held in Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina.




