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Says, “Thank you for 
coming to visit…

Please come agin!”

New President Speaks

Mr. Tom Brokaw has called us The Greatest
Generation, but after attending the 1999 reunion it
appears that 

We Are Not Done Yet 

At its latest reunion of this century and of these millen-
nia, OSS Detachment 101 voted to continue two programs
and to develop two more. 

Members, who range in age from 73 to 95 (one lied
about his age to get into service) are not only carrying on
their personal work—such as a 28 unit town house devel-
opment, book writing, lecturing and conducting religious
services, but are participating in four extensive programs
that are designed to help the Kachin hills people of Burma. 

Two programs have been actively pursued and two
new efforts at helping our Kachin allies were initiated at
the 1999 reunion. 

The most active program, under Pete Lutken’s direction
with the help of the Agricultural School at Texas A&M, is
one that is bringing to the Kachins the latest agricultural
techniques while encouraging the development of agricul-
tural cooperatives in the highlands of Burma. This pro-
gram has been in operation for the past three years. 

Program two, under the supervision of former Assistant
Secretary of State, former Merrill’s Marauder and former
OSS Detachment 101 guerrilla fighter Roger Hilsman and
his Detachment 101 committee are raising funds to estab-
lish an agricultural school in north Burma. Hilsman and
group have acquired land at Lashio and several hundred
thousand dollars in donations thus far. The objective is to
acquire $3.5 million to build the school and carry on the
program. 

In recent times members of OSS Detachment 101
(which is a revered organization in north Burma) has
received many requests from grandchildren of its former
Kachin warriors for help in acquiring American advanced
education. A new committee was formed at the 1999
reunion to determine how such requests might be fulfilled.
The reunion association does look favorably on, and
wants to help with this effort. Pete Lutken, Dan Gabrielson
and Jay Niemczyk were appointed as a committee to pur-
sue this new project. 

In talking with Pete Lutken it was determined that our
prior efforts in supplying translations of important and key
books to the Kachin people was put on hold while the
crop program was being pursued. Pete agreed to review
that project and perhaps submit a plan for its reorganiza-
tion and rejuvenation. 

Our Iron Man participant and winner, consultant and
lecturer to the Special Forces, Jim Ward announced his
intention to write a text type book on guerrilla warfare
tactics and requested all members of the Association to
send him the details of their Detachment 101 experiences.
Jim is interested in all aspects of the Burma guerrilla cam-
paign including engineering, parachuting men and sup-
plies and administration as well as the ground fighting.
(See separate article) 

Our original Commanding Officer, Dr. Carl F. Eifler was
in attendance and participated in the business meeting.
While not as fast nor as aggressive as he was 55 years
ago, Dr. Eifler at age 95 could hold his own with any of us. 

Harry (Skittles) Hengshoon had the first draft of his
book on his World War II Burma days with him. I found it
most interesting. Skittles is hoping to get it into publica-
tion shape during the coming year. 

To comply with IRS regulations the Association will be
designating those who are Burma veterans as members
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and will categorize all others as associate members.
Carolyn Trechter was designated as President of the auxil-
iary membership division. 

Marje Luce was given a long standing ovation for her
work on the newsletter and for her participation in
arranging for the 1999 reunion. 

I am getting close to completing the assembly of the
data on your war and post war achievements and will be
sending out copies of the data to all who participated. A
copy will be sent to the Army archives. 

During the year 2001 the Burma Star Association will
be having its last National function. The Director General
of the Burma Star Association says “we would be more
than happy if you (you’all) would consider joining us then
for our last National function.” Their final meeting is
scheduled for May 2001 and if any Detachment 101 mem-
ber would like to attend let me know and I will try to
arrange a tour of London. 

The 1999 reunion was a success in that it brought old
friends together and set out new goals for the Association.
A good full house attended the banquet including forty-
four members plus fifty others including wives, widows,
children, grandchildren, friends and speakers. 

Due to the extended time consumed by the excellent
banquet speakers your new president and new chairman
of the board did not make any remarks before the banquet
ended. I assure you they will make up for it at the 2001
reunion in Atlanta, Georgia. Sometime before October
2001 I will be sending details on the beauties and sites of
interest to be found in Atlanta and its environs. The
reunion committee includes John Dempsey, Sam Spector,
Oliver & Carolyn Trechter, Oliver Ryder, Alger (Ace) Ellis
and Pete & Ruth Lutken. 

I know we all thank our past leadership for creating
and carrying on a magnificent tradition. As directed by the
membership, cards will be sent to all members requesting
up-to-date payment of the $20.00 per year dues. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Spector

OSS-101 Association
Membership Meeting 

Saturday, 9 October 1999 
Marriott Downtown Hotel, Portland, OR 

The meeting was called to order by President Herb
Auerbach at 0905 Hrs. In the interest of saving time, it was
decided to dispense with the reading of the 1997 Business
Meeting minutes. 

Secretary John Breen read the list of forty six members
reported as deceased since the 1997 meeting. A moment
of respectful silence was observed. 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees Ellis presented a pro-
posed slate of officers for the 1999-2001 term. The presi-
dent asked if there were any objections or further nomina-
tions. There being none, a vote was taken and the slate of
officers was unanimously approved. Other members of the
committee included Frank Devlin and Alan Richter. 

Pete Lutken reported of the progress of the Crop
Substitution Program. Burma, which was once the pros-
perous rice belt of the world before independence has
deteriorated economically to the status of a depressed
nation. Harsh government relocation projects have forced
many farmers to move, in some cases, as many as half a
dozen times in a ten year period. Their homes and crops
were destroyed when they were forced to relocate. When
rice is raised, a substantial part of the crop is confiscated.
As a consequence, many in the Golden Triangle have
turned to Opium growing. 

In cooperation with the OSS-101 Association, the
American Congress had allocated a sum of money to sup-
port a crop substitution program. Texas A & M is provid-
ing the agricultural expertise. OSS-101 American Kachin
Ranger Veterans have lent confidence and credence to the
program. There is no Burmese Government involvement. 

Pete Lutken provided examples of crop improvements
and success in staffing. Corn, buckwheat and vegetables
are being grown successfully. Volunteers and workers
wear jackets and shirts clearly marked “101 Veterans.”
Project bicycles and tractors are similarly marked. 

Cooperatives are operated in a truly democratic fash-
ion. Seed, fertilizers, etc are bought cooperatively. The
thirty one field workers live in the villages where the
cooperatives are located. Payroll for these workers totals
$5,000 per month. 

In July 1998, the state (Burma) indicated that the pro-
gram was to end in 1998 partly due to the strained rela-
tions between the US and Burmese governments.
Although we had always planned on leaving at some
time, this action by the Burmese hastened the exodus. 

Even though there are no Americans presently in resi-
dence, the program goes on. Fertilizer, seeds and supplies
are purchased outside of Burma and financial support is
still being provided to the 56 participating villages. The
program is still expanding with 1698 farmers participating
at the present time. The program staff stays in touch
thanks to the portable generator and a computer. 

Although some other villages still raise opium, program
villages enjoy the benefits of good crops and corn bread. 

From the Past President
It was a pleasure to be able to participate in our

recent Portland reunion. Everything fell into place like
clockwork due to the efforts of Marje Luce. I am sure
that a good time was had by all. 

Kudos, Marje! 
I know we all look forward to our next meeting in

Atlanta because of the spirit of camaraderie we all
share. 

I was pleased to have served as President of the
OSS-101 Association for the past two years. We will
now be in the good hands of a new and vigorous
President, Stanley (Sam) Spector and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, Oliver (Red) Ryder. 
My very best wishes to all. 



Herb thanked Pete for a thoughtful and interesting pre-
sentation. 

Roger Hilsman related his experiences when the Burma
National Army changed sides in 1945. During a visit to the
country (on other business) in 1993, the Burmese press
reported Roger as having actually commanded a company
of Burmese troops. This event made his presence in the
country more acceptable. 

The Burmese government gave (free and clear) land
that currently belonged to the government for a school in
Lashio, which is just outside Kachin territory. The location
is close to town and has electricity, water transportation
and good soil comparable to the soil in the Kachin upland
area. Because Burma had only just signed a peace treaty
with the Kachins, a site in Myitkyina was unacceptable to
the Burmese. 

Burma’s Department of Education and 101 Association
jointly developed a program of studies for the school.
Faculty and Staff will number 123. There will be 540 stu-
dents per year. Costs are low. A fully trained certified
teacher only earns $50 per month. Recruiting teams will
visit villages. Students receive travel costs and a $10
monthly stipend. To encourage graduates to return home
and apply their knowledge, they are given a stipend pro-
vided they return home. 

The grand total for capital outlay (dormitories, class-
rooms, other buildings, etc) will be $1.7 million. 

Even though it is a private school, curriculum must
meet the standards of the Burmese Department of
Education. Teachers must be certified and hopefully will
be Kachins. The Board of Trustees will consist of two rep-
resentatives of the Burmese government, two Kachins.
two representatives of the U S Foundation and two OSS-
101 Association representatives. 

Roger commended Dennis Klein for the tremendous num-
ber of hours he has put into the project. Ace Ellis, John
Dempsey, Herb Auerbach and Sam Spector are all to be
thanked for their efforts in the financial aspect of the project. 

Roger has obtained about $10,000 from personal and
non-OSS friends but this is not enough. Hundreds of small
donations are still coming in, although by themselves,
they will not be enough to do the job. UNOCAL gave
$75,000 for printing and mailing 50,000 letters to be sent
to various veterans organizations. Roger estimated the
mailing will net about $150,000. The purpose is not just to
receive donations, but also to demonstrate broad support
to foundations. Since the economy is booming and foun-
dations must give away 5% of their holdings each year,
Roger is optimistic. 

Roger has been active in approaching foundation
sources. While he has no firm commitment of funds as
yet, neither has he had outright rejections. Answering the
questions put to him by just one potential donor took
seven hours per day for two weeks to answer. Three
months later, the reply came back, “not at this time.” 

As is the case with the crop substitution program, it is
anticipated that the school will help curb the growing of
opium. While much of the world’s opium comes from the
Golden Triangle, the bulk of the profits are reaped by
opium lords and smugglers not by the growers.
Unfortunately, much of this crop ends up on the streets of

America.
Two meetings from now (2003 A D) the committee will

report either failure or success. Roger is confident that the
project will succeed because this is a private school with
no connection to the US Government. In addition, we con-
trol the funds. 

Ace Ellis pointed out that relations with the current
Burmese government are never clear and can be confusing.

Herb thanked Roger for his comprehensive and opti-
mistic report. 

Herb reported that financially, we are just barely break-
ing even; the newsletter may have to be cut to three
issues annually. Raising dues from $20.00 per year was
one suggestion from the floor. Letters to non-payers was
also discussed. Herb wisely passed on the problem to the
new administration. 

John Dempsey reported that because of IRS regulation,
in order for donations to be tax-free, we must set up an
auxiliary. Only veterans (except for two and one-half per-
cent) can be members of the OSS-101 Association. All
others (wives, widows, children and other non-veterans)
must belong to the auxiliary. Our by-laws must be modi-
fied slightly. Also, all officers of the organization must be
regular members. Motion was made, seconded and
passed to revise the by-laws and set up the auxiliary.
Carolyn Trechter was unanimously elected to spearhead
the auxiliary which must have its own by-laws, tax num-
ber and officers. 

Jim Ward’s motion to award full membership to Marje
Luce and Dennis Klein, officers of the Association, was
seconded and unanimously passed. 

Jim Ward requested reports of individual experiences in
101. These reports will be combined with material he pre-
pared earlier and sent to Captain Sean Ryan of the Special
Forces. Sam Spector has some material which he will
send to Jim. Reports should be typewritten and answer all
the usual questions—who, what, where, why, etc and
should be sent to Jim within the next month. Names of
people with whom you served should be included. This
combined effort will produce the book which Jim
promised to write some time ago and will be available for
distribution to all OSS-101 members. (See separate article)
Jim’s e-mail address is ironmanjw@aol.com. 

Marje Luce requested that any changes in name. street
address, e-mail address, telephone numbers and/or FAX
numbers be sent to her as soon as possible. 

Incoming president Sam Spector announced that the
site of the next meeting would be Atlanta, GA.

New Business: A request was read by Pete Lutken from
the granddaughter of Subedar Kumring Gam for help with
transportation, text books and tuition to enable her to
study in the U S. It was recommended that the new presi-
dent appoint a committee to look into requests of this type. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
Prior to dismissal, Herb introduced two visitors, Ken

Laabs and Rex Bibe, members of the Mars Task Force.
Ken is the brother-in-law of the late Ted U. Barnes. He
reported something of Ted’s life after 101 until he was
killed in Korea on July 30, a month after that war started. 

Respectfully submitted 
John P. Breen, Secretary



Fallout From the Reunion

It was good to see children and grandchildren at the
reunion. BILL MARTIN’s son, Bob and daughter, Bonnie
came with LILLIAN from Bend, OR; MARY FERRY from
Alabama came with son, Patrick from East Northport, NY;
KAY LARUM from Missoula, MT with son, Mike and
granddaughter, Erica; ARTHUR BRUNSTAD from Port
Ludlow, WA with grandson, Kevin; SHO KURAHASHI from
Honolulu with son, Greg from Portland. 

• On Friday evening a group of reunion goers came back
to the hospitality suite after a good meal together singing
long-remembered songs. Was this one of the ones you
were singing? And did you know all the words? 

We were especially glad to see first-time 10lers at this
reunion. Hope it was all you expected a 101 Reunion to be
and you had the chance to became reacquainted with old
friends. 

• BILL BYERS had registered for the Reunion but never
made it. A telephone call revealed that he was in the hos-
pital for some kind of heart trouble. He reported that he is
doing fine now. 

• CARLTON JOHNSON had some medical mishap while at
the reunion but nothing was found when he was seen in
emergency. He reports that he seems to be doing ok now. 

• SKITTLES had some difficulty with his left leg when get-
ting up on the Sunday morning after the reunion. He was
able to get home and was having some therapy. From the
reports of those attending his and Kathleen’s 60th Wedding
Anniversary celebration, he seems to be doing well. 

• We hope that all is well for JOE and DOTTIE ZIINO after
their mishap hitting a deer in Montana. They rented a car
and came on to the reunion despite Dottie’s bruises from
the deploying airbag. 

• HERB AUERBACH sent this note from his guest, Andy
Tough of Winnipeg, Canada. “I do not have words to prop-
erly express my thanks to you and your colleagues of OSS
Detachment 101 for your hospitality and kindness to me
during the 1999 reunion. I really enjoyed being at the
reunion, and I was thrilled to be able to talk to men like
Eifler, Hengshoon, Hilsman, Lazarsky, Niemczyk, Spector
and Ryder and to Marje Luce and all the others. It was a
marvelous experience for me to attend the reunion.’ 

• ACE and MARIE ELLIS remained in Portland until
Wednesday spending Tuesday in the Mt Hood and Hood
River area “spectacular country and gracious people.”
(They got to see more of the country on this trip. The
weather was beautiful.) 

• DAN MUDRINICH stayed with a cousin who lives in
Portland returning home on Monday with JIM WARD and
SYLVIA LITTLE. 

• Your Reunion Chairman wants to say thank you to all
who helped make OSS-101 Reunion 1999 special. A spe-
cial thanks goes to friends, Jan and Ray McNeilan, who
were there two years ago when we visited and chose the
Marriott Downtown as our reunion hotel. They helped all
the way through until the hospitality suite was cleared out
on Saturday night and everyone else had retired. 

DC-Metro Get-Together

We had a DC-Metro Area 101 family night 24
September 1999 at Fort Myer, VA. About sixty persons
attended, including children and grandchildren. This
event was a family night and very successful. 

Our next get-together will be 15 December 99, our
Christmas dinner. This year will be our 18th. This
event is for “all souls” - members, associates, family
and friends. We normally have a great turnout and a
memorable evening.

Video

Throughout the reunion Tom Moon showed a video of
101 in Burma which is being made available to all. The
tape costs $12.00 ($10.00 for the tape plus $2.00 for
postage and handling). Tapes must be ordered in mini-
mum blocks of 10, so get your order in quickly. Checks
should be sent to and made payable to TOM MOON,
2604 E Washington Ave, Orange, CA 92669-3625. 



Help Tell The Story 
of OSS-101

As you read in the minutes of the general meeting, JIM
WARD offered to write a book on OSS-101 that would
cover many of your individual experiences. He writes, “In
the course of reviewing some of what I had already writ-
ten, it occurred to me that the following might be helpful
to you guys and might enable you to add to or elaborate
on these lessons we learned in combat.” 

1. Learn everything you can about the language, his-
tory, customs and culture of the people with whom you
will be operating. Communication with them is of the
utmost importance, especially in combat situations when
you will not have time to use an interpreter.
Communication with them in non-combat situations is
also very important for their morale. Although I studied
the Kachin language as often and thoroughly as I could
during my entire thirteen and a half months in the Burma
Jungles, I had most of my problems during my first six
weeks when I was inexperienced in dealing with the
Kachins and did not speak their language with any rea-
sonable degree of fluency. 

2. Do not expect guerrilla soldiers who do not have the
same type of nourishment, training and physique as you
to be able to match your energy output in marching, train-
ing and fighting. If their bodies need a lot more rest than
yours, that does not mean they are lazy or lack motiva-
tion; it may just mean they are tired. The Kachins I first
commanded had been fighting against the Japanese for
two years before I arrived. I pushed them too hard in the
beginning and the results were not good. The fault was
mine; I did not know any better. 

3. If you begin with civilians and have to organize
them into military formations before they can operate as
a guerrilla force, the triangular structure is best. For their
leaders the span of control is easier and tactics are sim-
pler with three squads per platoon, three platoons per
company and three companies per battalion. While two
of the units are conducting fire and movement or envel-
opment maneuvers, the third unit functions as the
reserve. 

4. If you are equipping the unit with weapons, choose
weapons suited to the terrain and type of fighting you will
engage in and try to keep them as uniform and unvaried
as possible to simplify supply problems. In very close com-
bat with the enemy, as will be the case in jungle warfare,
you will want automatic fire power and 45 caliber ammu-
nition. Across paddy fields or in thinly wooded terrain you
will want longer range weapons. 

5. Uniforms are needed if you are to comply with the
Geneva Conventions and Rules of Land Warfare, and they
help morale. Most of our Kachins never wore shoes in
combat, but they proudly put them on when we were
approaching a village where people would see them. We
had their uniforms made in India because U S uniforms

were too large for our Kachins. 

6. Pay a lot of attention to the type of food you provide
the guerrillas. The fare should be as simple, nourishing
and close to what they are used to eating at home as
possible. This is very important for their health, energy
output and morale. 

7. Listen and learn as much as you can from them.
When my supply line failed to function because the drop
aircraft could not find us through the clouds during the
monsoon, the Kachins searched the jungles and found
bamboo shoots and various roots of plants that we could
eat. They could spot camouflage when all I saw was
clumps of jungle because they knew some of the leaves
were not in their natural positions. I learned hundreds of
things from them that I would not have thought of myself,
things that were important at that time and place 

8. We tend to be obsessed in combat with tactical
operations, but you must give higher priority to commu-
nication, intelligence and supply than to operations.
Good communications with your tactical and supply
headquarters and with subordinate and adjacent units
are vital. Intelligence is the key to successful tactical
operations and essential to keeping you and your men
alive. Good supply channels are essential to effective-
ness, morale and mobility. You cannot move quickly if
you have to carry lots of supplies with you and you can-
not continue fighting unless you can be supplied during
combat. Detachment 101 had emergency ammunition
supplies for each of our guerrilla units prepackaged with
parachutes ready in godowns in the event we sent in a
QMX QRS signal in the clear that indicated we needed
an emergency drop on our last reported coordinates.
One of our officers received an emergency drop within
one hour of sending in the emergency signal during a
firefight in which he and his unit was surrounded and
nearly out of ammunition. That fast response saved the
unit. 

9. In hit-and-run tactics guerrillas rely on surprise in
the offense and generally on dispersion in the defense.
Americans trained in infantry tactics find it contrary to
basic infantry tactics to break contact with an enemy
after achieving surprise, but guerrillas are not trained to
fight after losing the element of surprise and will be
defeated by a well trained conventional contact. It is
much better to keep your force intact by withdrawing
prematurely than to prove how brave you are and retain-
ing contact too long. 

10. Keep training your guerrilla force and constantly
upgrading their capabilities. The odds are that most of
their training will be of an on-the-job nature. We were
forbidden to write and keep after-action reports in
Detachment 101, but we tried to do so orally and to
upgrade training in the field to correct mistakes noted in
combat actions. If you have a good guerrilla force leader,
he will tend to handle many of the mistakes which will
be of a disciplinary nature, such as not maintaining
silence during tactical route marches and patrols. 



• “The HENGSHOONS 60th Anniversary was great. Over
100 were there with the six Hengshoon daughters, sons-
in-law, grandkids and great grandkids,” writes Tom Moon.
Stu and Candice Power, Tom and Chic Baldwin, Jim and
Vera Eubank, Trech and Carolyn Trechter and Tom and
Jean were present to represent OSS-101. 

• In the Dallas Morning News of 9-11-99 we read in an arti-
cle by Fred Greene that “Development of the integrated
circuit was deemed to be such a significant happening in
the 1960s that the US Postal Service included a stamp rec-
ognizing its invention in the 1960s ‘Celebrate the Century’
sheet of 15 stamps. JACK KILBY of Dallas was the man
responsible for coming up with the first monolithic inte-
grated circuit, or’chip,’ that ultimately led to unbelievable
changes in the way people live. 

“Mr Kilby was honored for his achievement at a first-
day-of-issue program for the integrated circuit stamp. The
public was invited to attend the ceremony for the formal
unveiling of the sheet of stamps. 

“Mr Kilby’s invention laid the foundation for the mod-
ern era of microelectronics. The chip has created a world-
wide integrated circuit industry with revenues in excess of
$150 billion in 1995, with a projected growth rate of 20
percent well into the 21th century.” 

(Insert stamp and cancellation here)

• In the 10/15/99 issue of Family Circle, we found the arti-
cle “Julia’s Love Story,” by JULIA CHILD. It includes pic-
tures and several birthday poems which PAUL CHILD
wrote. In part, the article reads, “My husband, Paul, and I
met during World War II, when we both worked for the
OSS, which was the precursor of the CIA. He was sophisti-
cated and attractive, and when, two years later, we got
engaged, it seemed inevitable. We just seemed to fit. 

“After we married, I started learning how to cook and
found myself very interested in food. Then we moved to
Paris, where Paul worked at the American Embassy. When
we got there, I couldn’t get over French food. And there
was the Cordon Bleu. ..so that’s how I got started. . . . . . 

“Paul loved birthdays, and some years he gave me
lovely birthday poems. I give him credit for everything I
ever accomplished. You need support to accomplish
things, and I always had Paul’s support. My life would
have been very different without him. He enriched me in
countless ways. Without his enthusiasm and his mentor-
ing I would never have had my career; I would never have
had the fun, the intimacy and the love of life that were
mine when we were together; I wouldn’t have had the

warmth and the happiness I had. Happiness makes so
much difference in how you live and work. And without
my many wonderful years with him. I wouldn’t have the
strength to live without him now.” 

• JAY NIEMCZYK writes that he spent five days in
Minneapolis attending a People to People annual Board of
Trustees meeting and two weeks in Central Europe on
speaking engagements. And then he came to the reunion!!! 

• An article in the Westbury World for October, we find that
Mollie Pamplin continues her work supporting the education
of American Indians at Bacone College in Muskogee, OK.
Two students who had benefitted from grants Mollie had
arranged were awarded Associate Degrees in Nursing. 

101 North Burma 
Crop Substitution Up-Date

Now operating since 15 September 1996 as a com-
pletely indigenous organization, with advisory and back-
up support from the 101- Texas A&M combination,
arrangements were completed for an on-site inspection
and planning consultation session with Edward CA Runge,
PhD, head of the Texas A&M Department of Soil and Crop
Sciences, October 21-27. 

Dr Runge returned to the USA on October 29 and his
written report has not yet reached us. In the meantime,
his verbal report is glowing: “Corn is hanging from the
rafters in every house; More buckwheat was planted than
I expected; The Supervisor is on top of things.....I’m
impressed; local conditions haven’t changed.” 

In addition, Dr Runge’s visit, covering a wide sample of
the 56 villages now involved (with some 1,700 farming
units), was a morale builder and an important assist in
planning and research. 

Further information will be forthcoming in the com-
plete report. Meantime, our thanks to Dr Runge, whose
travel plans were considerably disrupted by the closure of
an airport for something, like 24 hours to get a wreck off
the runway, and various other unforseeable events. 

Subject to such conditions, arrangements are in place
for regular reports and monitoring. 

From Here and There

Special Reminder
As a special reminder of the 1999 Reunion, a small,

hard cover, three ring binder was given to each mem-
ber. The 101 logo is on the front. It is the size for
keeping your Roster. We ordered extras so that those
of you who were unable to attend the reunion could
order one for your own use. Now you, too, can give
up your grocery bag ties, paper clips or chicken rings
which hold your Roster together. 

The cost for each binder is $8.50 ($5.00 for the binder
and $3.50 for mailing). Please make your check payable
to OSS-101 Association and send it to Mrs James C Luce.
180 Timberlake Drive, Ashland, OR 97520-9004. 



Taps
COL WON LOY “CHARLEY“ CHAN, AUS (RET)

passed away at his home in San Mateo on May 30, 1999. 
Col Chan was an extraordinary combat intelligence

officer on the staff of Gen Joseph W (Vinegar Joe) Stilwell
during WWII. As a Chinese American, and a Japanese lan-
guage specialist, he held a unique position. Assigned to
the CBI theatre of operations he was often mistaken for a
Japanese by both American and Chinese combat troops.
Col Chan took part in Gen Stilwell’s Second and Third
Burma Campaigns including the bloody battle for
Myitkyina in June, July and August of 1944. He also made
about 30 hazardous reconnaissance flights behind enemy
lines in a single engine 1-5 aircraft. In the line of duty,
Chan even entered the opium trade. He was the first
American officer to personally interview Korean “comfort
girls” imported and left behind by the Japanese. After two
years of unrelieved duty, Chan was finally reassigned to
the U S Army Field Artillery School at Fort Sill, OK. 

In 1945 he was transferred to the War Department
General Staff and became a liaison officer at PACMIRS
(Pacific Military Intelligence Research Section) at Camp
Ritchie, MD. 

Won Loy Chan graduated from Stanford University in
1936. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of Field
Artillery in the Army Reserve. 

Chan is perhaps one of the earliest Chinese American
officers in uniform prior to Pearl Harbor. Ordered to active
duty shortly after Pearl Harbor, he was assigned to a
secret intelligence school which subsequently became the
Military Intelligence Service Language School. Chan

served with numerous Asian Americans during the War.
He had four Japanese Americans on his team in Burma. 

Col Chan later served with the Office of Naval
Intelligence and the Central Intelligence Group (Later CIA).
He retired in 1973. He has no children and has been wid-
owed since 1993. 

Col Chan had formed a close relationship with
Montgomery Hom, film maker and Chinese American mili-
tary historian from San Francisco. One week before Chan’s
death, Hom met with the Colonel to discuss his upcoming
docu-feature film, “We Served with Pride, the Chinese
American Experience in WWII.” Col Chan is a featured sub-
ject in the production. Hom has a major collection of
scarce and important material from Col Chan pertaining to
the CBI theatre. He hopes to put the items in an upcoming
national display for Chinese American veterans of WWII.” 

This information was sent to Ed Milligan from
Montgomery Hom. Ed continues, “It was a great shock to
me since I saw Charlie just a week prior to his death. I
knew him very well and very intimately. He was like a
father to me, since he had no children.” 

CALVIN A TOTTORI, 78 of Honolulu, a retired civil engi-
neer for the State Department of Transportation, died
Thursday, October 7, 1999 in Queens Hospice. He was
born in Honolulu. He is survived by wife Lorraine: son
Steven: daughters Clairene Lum and Caryn Tottori; brother
Suburu and Russell and Sisters Alice Nagao and Rhoda
Teshima. A Memorial service was held at the Makiki
Christian Church on October 13.  

In Memoriam
(The names of the following were read at the General Meeting) 

Al Balfour 
Jack Byrne 
Bill Carter 
Dennis V Cavanaugh 
Won Lon (Charley) Chan 
Lewis Y Chartier 
Paul Child 
Hugh R Conklin 
Ralph A DeWeese 
Richard (Buddy) Dinner 
John Patrick (Jack) Donovan 
Eric William Drown 
Edward C Ferry 
Donald Grangaard 
Roy C Hall 

Douglas Harper 
Earl L Jones 
Gerald Scott Jones 
William A Kidd 
Frank Kloss 
Stephen Lajcab 
Gerald E (Jerry) Larson 
Philip A Larson 
Dr Noah Levin 
James P Mann 
William J Martin 
John A (Jack) Mc Cargar 
Kenneth McKowen 
Arthur Morimutso 
William H O’Donnell 

Fred Patrone 
Charles Penney 
Richard L Pedrick 
Dean Rusk 
Robert Saltzstein 
Jack Thomas Shannon 
Ray T Shelby 
Richard (Buddy) Shine 
Norman R Sturgis 
Emest J Tsikerdanos 
Theodore S Varalay 
Floyd L Whittle 
Oliver W (Pete) Wilcox 
Judge Hubert L Will 
Christian E Zimmerman 
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CORRESPONDENCE

Things to do Now–

✔ Send dues to Treasurer

✔ Send address, telephone, e-mail and fax
changes to DENNIS KLEIN if different
from listing in Roster (remember area
code changes)

✔ Send for Roster binder to MARJE LUCE

✔ Send your order for video to TOM MOON

✔ Send your report of your experiences,
both during and after WWII to JIM WARD

✔ Write or call a fellow 101er!

✔ Enjoy every day!
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